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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Sir: 



This is in response to an Office Action mailed on September 29, 2003 in connection with the 
above-identified patent application, setting a one-month term. The present response is accompanied 
by a request for a one month extension of time and the requisite fee, and is therefore timely filed. 

Applicants were requested to elect, for examination purposes, one of the following 
inventions: 

I. Claims 1-22, drawn to nucleic acids, vectors and host cells; and 

II. Claims 23-48, drawn to a method of monitoring immunoglobulin class switch 
recombination. 

The invention of Group I, claims 1-22 is hereby elected, with traverse . 

In justifying the restriction requirement, the Examiner states that in "the instant case, the 
product as claimed can be used in a materially different process such as for the production of probes 
for hybridization assays to detect cells expressing the claimed nucleic acids." Applicants note that 
the nucleic acids claimed in claims 1-15 are artificial molecules that do not occur in nature. 
Therefore, there are no native cells that would express such nucleic acids. On the other hand, it is 
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hard to imagine any practical situation when one would transfect cells with one of the claimed 
nucleic acids, and then would use the same nucleic acid molecule to prepare probes in order to 
confirm that the nucleic acid is indeed present in the cell. 

In view of this, the Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider and withdraw the 
present restriction requirement, and examine all claims pending in the present application. 

The traversal of the restriction requirement should not be construed as an admission that the 
inventions of Groups I and II and not independently patentable. 

Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for extension of time, or credit 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 08-1641 (Attorney Docket No.: 39754-0531). Please 
direct any calls in connection with this application to the undersigned at the number provided 
below. 
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